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A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER

MID-MO FISHING TEAM members and parents are pictured (top) following the group’s March 11 
tournament at Peaceful Valley Lake. Cool and damp conditions prevailed throughout the day-long 
tournament but that didn’t seem to bother participants including Cody Lenauer (above) and Cameron 
Ryerson (left) who landed bass weighing 2.28 pounds and 3.24 pound respectively in their efforts 
to claim the big bass title. Ryerson’s bass placed second in the tournament. The title was claimed by 
George Vandegriffe who landed one weighing 3.37 pounds. Kyle Meyer prepares Lenauer’s entry for 
the official weigh-in.
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TOP FINISHERS in the Mid-Mo Fishing 
Team tournament March 11 at Peaceful 
Valley Lake included (from left) Luke Karg 
(third place), Jarrett Jones (second), Blake 
Alexander (first), and George Vandegriffe 
(big bass). Alexander checked in five fish 
weighing a combined 6.53 pounds to 
win the tournament. Vandegriffe (above) 
turned in the largest bass which weighed 
3.37 pounds to claim that title. Weighing 
in the entries was Kyle Meyer.

PHOTOS BY DAVE MARNER



COUNTY SEAT MOTORSCOUNTY SEAT MOTORS
OUTDOOR SPECIALS

$21,995
’19 SILVERADO 1500 

LD, LT, 4x2, Double Cab, 6.5 
ft. SB, #P11125

$8,995
’12 MAZDA2 TOURING 

Touring 4dr Hatchback,  
Manual 5-Speed, #P11115

$23,995
’17 FORD EXPLORER
Sport, AWD, Trailer Tow,   

Loaded, #P10915C
LEATHER SEATS

$21,995
’20 CHEVY EQUINOX 

PREMIER 4X4
4 dr, 1LZ, # P11109

$17,495
’19 FORD FLEX SE

SE 4dr Crossover, 
#P11029

$10,995
‘14 HARLEY-DAVIDSON

FLHTP, Electra Glide Ultra 
Police, #P10972

$18,995
’20 JEEP CHEROKEE 

LATITUDE 4X4
Automatic 9 speed trans.,

#P11110

$24,995
’16 RAM 1500 4X4

SLT 4dr Quad Cab 6.3 ft. SB 
#P11112

$29,995
’16 CHEVY TAHOE LTZ

4x4 LTZ 4dr, Loaded, 
#P11126

$16,995
’ 16 BUICK ENCORE 

CONVENIENCE
Automatic, 6 speed, 

#P11097A

$15,995
’19 FORD ESCAPE SE

 AWD, SE, 4 door, 
#P11069

$12,995
’13 HYUNDAI SANTA FE
Sport, 2.4L, Automatic, Low 

MIles,  #P11150

$15,995
’17 FORD ESCAPE
Titanium, 2.0L Turbo-

charged engine, #P11027

$30,995
’17 RAM 1500 4X4

Night, 4dr Crew Cab 6.3 ft. 
SB, #P11111

$23,995
’19 MAZDA CX-5

Grand Touring, AWD 4 Door 
SUV, #P11088

Check Out Our Full Inventory 
in HD Online at www.

countyseatmotorsinc.com
3 (of 100) Great Reasons to Buy From 

County Seat:
1) Selection    2) Credit Union Financing*    

3) Service Protection Plans
facebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnionfacebook.com/County Seat MotorsUnion

1 Hwy. 50 E • Union • (636) 583-2223 620 Hwy. 50 W • Union • (636) 583-6561

$14,995
’16 CHEVY EXPRESS

2500 3dr Cargo Van w/1WT,
#P11104
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(next to Orschelns)
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Bus: (573) 437-2522

KyleMeyer@ShelterInsurance.com
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Spring Fever

MID-MO FISHING Team members and family members take shelter from a light mist 
which fell during their March 11 tournament at Peaceful Valley Lake. This is an organiza-
tion for middle and high school-aged kids to gain experience in the tournament fishing 
world and gives them opportunities to win scholarships in state and national tourna-
ments. The team currently has 27 active student members, according to Kyle Meyer. “We 
are seeking to grow our local organization to keep kids on the water and outdoors,” said 
Meyer. “We hold one tournament a month and fishing practices and seminars. We will 
be holding a fundraiser at the Springfest in Owensville.” Look for Mid-Mo Fishing Team 
members during the Owensville Springfest car show hosted by the Gasconade Timing 
Association on Saturday, April 22.
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116 East Peters Avenue,
Owensville, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)
573.437.3123

Scan to register online 
and claim your rebate

GO TO HTTPS://COOPERTIRE.COM/EN-US/PROMOTIONS TO SUBMIT ONLINE OR TO DOWNLOAD AN OFFICIAL MAIL-IN FORM AND FOR OFFICIAL 
TERMS & CONDITIONS. FORM AND OFFICIAL TERMS & CONDITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE AT POINT OF PURCHASE. AMOUNT OF REBATE IS BASED 
ON PURCHASES IN THE U.S., THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND PUERTO RICO, AND WILL BE PROVIDED IN THE FORM OF A COOPER TIRES VISA® 
PREPAID CARD OR COOPER TIRES VISA® VIRTUAL ACCOUNT. VISA PREPAID CARD AND VIRTUAL ACCOUNT IS ISSUED BY PATHWARD, N.A., MEMBER 
FDIC, PURSUANT TO A LICENSE FROM VISA U.S.A. INC. CARD CAN BE USED EVERYWHERE VISA DEBIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED. VIRTUAL ACCOUNT 
CAN BE USED EVERYWHERE VISA DEBIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED FOR ONLINE, OR PHONE/MAIL ORDER PURCHASES. NO CASH ACCESS OR 
RECURRING PAYMENTS. VALID FOR UP TO 6 MONTHS. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, SEE HTTPS://MYPREPAIDCENTER.COM/SITE/VISA-PROMO 
(FOR CARD) OR HTTPS://MYPREPAIDCENTER.COM/SITE/VISA-VIRTUAL (FOR VIRTUAL ACCOUNT). THE REBATE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE AND IS 
CONTINGENT ON THE PURCHASE OF FOUR (4) QUALIFYING COOPER TIRES (IN A SINGLE TRANSACTION) FROM MARCH 1ST, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 
30TH, 2023. REBATE REQUESTS MUST BE POSTMARKED OR SUBMITTED ONLINE NO LATER THAN MAY 30TH, 2023 AND RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 
JUNE 30TH, 2023. ALLOW 6 TO 8 WEEKS AFTER SPONSOR RECEIVES THE REQUEST FOR DELIVERY OF THE CARD/VIRTUAL ACCOUNT. VALID ONLY 
FOR THE INDIVIDUAL WHO PURCHASED A SET OF FOUR (4) NEW QUALIFYING TIRES IN A SINGLE TRANSACTION FOR PERSONAL HOUSEHOLD 
USE. OFFER BASED ON AVAILABILITY OF QUALIFYING NEW TIRES AT TIME OF PURCHASE. QUALIFYING TIRES ARE: COOPER ENDEAVOR™, 
COOPER ENDEAVOR PLUS™, CS5 GRAND TOURING™, CS5 ULTRA TOURING™, DISCOVERER® AT3 4S™, DISCOVERER AT3 LT™, DISCOVERER AT3 
XLT™, DISCOVERER RUGGED TREK™, DISCOVERER STT PRO™, AND COOPER ZEON RS3-G1™. REBATE AMOUNT DEPENDS ON QUALIFYING TIRES 
PURCHASED. VOID WHERE PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED BY LAW.

DREAM DRIVE.
REAL DEAL. 

Visa® prepaid card or virtual 
account when you buy a set 

of 4 qualifying tires*

MARCH 1 – APRIL 30  
2023 

$75 REBATE $50 REBATE

Discoverer® AT3 4S™ 

Discoverer® AT3 LT™

Discoverer® AT3 XLT™

Discoverer® Rugged Trek®

Discoverer® STT Pro™

Cooper Zeon RS3-G1™

CS5 Ultra Touring™ 

CS5 Grand Touring™ 

Cooper Endeavor™ 

Cooper Endeavor Plus™

$75 
GET UP TO

BACK VIA ONLINE 
OR MAIL-IN REBATE
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AND PUERTO RICO, AND WILL BE PROVIDED IN THE FORM OF A COOPER TIRES 
VISA® PREPAID CARD OR COOPER TIRES VISA® VIRTUAL ACCOUNT. VISA PREPAID CARD AND VIRTUAL 
ACCOUNT IS ISSUED BY PATHWARD, N.A., MEMBER FDIC, PURSUANT TO A LICENSE FROM VISA U.S.A. INC. 
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EVERYWHERE VISA DEBIT CARDS ARE ACCEPTED FOR ONLINE, OR PHONE/MAIL ORDER PURCHASES. NO 
CASH ACCESS OR RECURRING PAYMENTS. VALID FOR UP TO 6 MONTHS. TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, 
SEE HTTPS://MYPREPAIDCENTER.COM/SITE/VISA-PROMO (FOR CARD) OR HTTPS://MYPREPAIDCENTER.
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GENT ON THE PURCHASE OF FOUR (4) QUALIFYING COOPER TIRES (IN A SINGLE TRANSACTION) FROM 
MARCH 1ST, 2023 THROUGH APRIL 30TH, 2023. REBATE REQUESTS MUST BE POSTMARKED OR SUBMITTED 
ONLINE NO LATER THAN MAY 30TH, 2023 AND RECEIVED NO LATER THAN JUNE 30TH, 2023. ALLOW 6 TO 8 
WEEKS AFTER SPONSOR RECEIVES THE REQUEST FOR DELIVERY OF THE CARD/VIRTUAL ACCOUNT. VALID 
ONLY FOR THE INDIVIDUAL WHO PURCHASED A SET OF FOUR (4) NEW QUALIFYING TIRES IN A SINGLE 
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TIRES AT TIME OF PURCHASE. QUALIFYING TIRES ARE: COOPER ENDEAVOR™, COOPER ENDEAVOR PLUS™, 
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ED BY LAW.

68 years of doing it right…has 
made Jost Tire the Leader!

BY JILL PRITCHARD
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY – The Missouri 
Department of Conservation (MDC) reports 
that it sampled and tested more than 33,000 
deer for chronic wasting disease (CWD) 
during the 2022 CWD surveillance year 
between July 2022 and April 2023. Of the 
more than 33,000 deer sampled, 117 tested 
positive for CWD.

CWD is a 100% fatal disease in white-
tailed deer and other members of the deer 
family. The disease has been attributed to 
significant deer population declines in other 
states. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

Those 117 deer bring the total number of 
CWD cases found in the state to 409 since 
the first case in wild deer was confirmed 
by MDC in early 2012. Including recent 
sampling efforts, more than 243,000 tissue 
samples from wild deer have been collected 
for CWD testing in Missouri since MDC 
began CWD surveillance in 2002.

Nearly 19,400 of the 33,000-plus deer 

tested this past CWD surveillance year were 
sampled as part of MDC mandatory CWD 
sampling efforts in select counties during the 
opening weekend of the November portion 
of firearms deer season, Nov. 12 and 13. 
Most of the remaining samples resulted 
from MDC’s voluntary sampling efforts 
conducted throughout the deer season in 
partnership with taxidermists and meat 
processors throughout the state.

Of the more than 33,000 samples, about 
3,500 were collected during MDC’s targeted 
culling efforts conducted in cooperation with 
landowners on a voluntary basis after the 
close of regular deer season in localized areas 
near where CWD has been found. Through 
targeted culling, 41 CWD-positive deer were 
removed to help slow the spread of CWD.

“The goal of targeted culling is to remove 
CWD-positive deer from the landscape 
and reduce deer density in these localized 
areas to slow the spread of the disease and 
protect Missouri’s deer herd,” explained 
MDC Wildlife Health Program Supervisor 
Deb Hudman. “Targeted culling is a proven 

method to slow the spread of CWD and 
Missouri is one of several states that uses it 
to manage the disease.”

Of the deer tested, MDC found CWD-
positive deer in 23 counties: Adair (3), 
Barry (1), Barton (9), Carroll (1), Cedar 
(1), Crawford (2), Dallas (1), Franklin (22), 
Gasconade (1), Hickory (1), Jefferson (7), 
Linn (15), Livingston (1), Macon (13), Perry 
(4), Putnam (3), Ray (1), St. Clair (1), St. 
Francois (1), Ste. Genevieve (20), Stone (4), 
Sullivan (3), and Taney (2).

“During this past year, we found CWD in 
a number of new counties,” Hudman said. 
“Cases were detected for the first time in 
Barton, Carroll, Dallas, Gasconade, Hickory, 
Livingston, Ray, St. Francois, and Sullivan 
counties.”

She added that MDC expects CWD to 
spread but the goal is to slow the spread 
while researchers work to develop a cure 
and additional management tools, and to 
keep the percentage of infected deer low.

In Missouri this past year, less than one 
percent of tissue samples from hunter-

harvested deer tested positive for CWD.
“That is good news,” she said. “It is a 

testament to our ability to find the disease 
early in new areas and apply management 
actions to slow its spread.”

She added that if MDC does not continue 
to act aggressively to slow the spread of the 
disease, CWD could have significant effects 
on the deer population, hunting culture, and 
economy.

“There are areas of the country where 
over half of hunter-harvested adult bucks 
test positive for CWD,” Hudman explained. 
“We must do everything we can to not let 
this happen in Missouri and we need the 
help of hunters and landowners in this fight.”

Hunters and landowners are critical part-
ners in the fight against CWD and can assist 
MDC by continuing to deer hunt, by par-
ticipating in CWD sampling, by following 
regulations designed to slow CWD spread, 
and by cooperating with targeted culling 
efforts. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd.

MDC reports 117 new cases of CWD for 2022 surveillance year
Deer harvested in Gasconade County tests positive for CWD
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Enhances & Protects New - Used Trucks 
OEM Paint Code Color Match Available 
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

ALL-NEW, 
PREMIUM ROLL-
UP COVER WITH 

AN XTRA-LOW 
PROFILE

• Sprayed On Truck Liners
COUPON

$25 of
f

Good thru April 30, 2023 • Limit 1 coupon. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount.

RetraxPRO XR with Integrated Trax Rail System

The XR Series combines the PRO MX with 
the integrated Trax Rail System that allows for 
unique and personal customization above your 
tonneau cover. The RetraxPRO XR, our premium Aluminum 
Series cover, combines industrial strength aluminum construction 
with an incredibly resilient matte finish.

FIND THE BEST TRUCK ACCESSORIES AT ACCESSORIES UNLIMITED

$75 Rebate with qualifying Air Lift Compressor system/installed
$75 Rebate with qualifying Air Spring Kit/installed • Offer ends 6/30/23 

MDC STAFF collect tissue samples from the neck of a hunter-harvested deer to have 
them tested for chronic wasting disease (CWD).

PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

2022 Highway 28
Owensville, MO
573.859.6107

custompump.net

Need a Water Well?
CALL CUSTOM PUMP! 
When deciding how to construct 
a new well the geological 
conditions in your immediate 
area determines casing depths, 
total well depths, and if the well 
may need an inner liner. All wells 
drilled by Custom Pump shall 
be certified with MO DNR and 
shall meet or exceed all state 
requirements. It is our promise 
that with everything Custom 
Pump has to offer you will be 
very satisfied with every aspect 
of our services.
Custom Pump’s service 
technicians are certified through 
the Department of Natural 
Resources to service and 
maintain any water well in the 
state of Missouri. If you have 
a problem with your pumping 
equipment Custom Pump will be 
there when you need us.

• Water Well Drilling • Geothermal 
Drilling • Pump Sales & Service 

• Water Line Repair & Installation
LICENSED MISSOURI WATER WELL CONTRACTORS

“Serving The Entire Area Since 1968”

Mention this Ad to receive a 
special discount on any new
well project or service work!



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2023 ■ PAGE 6BSpring FeverSpring Fever

MDC CONFIRMS Tyler Goodale of Doniphan is the new state record 
holder for flier after catching two 11-ounce fish from Duck Creek 
Conservation Area March 26.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TYLER GOODALE

Phone: 636-583-8000
 Hwy. 47 at Hwy. V
Union, MO 63084

www.JimTrenayrUnion.com  OF UNION, MO

PLUS, NO MONTHLY PAYMENTS FOR 90 DAYS 
WHEN YOU FINANCE WITH GM FINANCIAL*

ON A 2023 SILVERADO WITH A TURBO 
HIGH-0UTPUT ENGINE*
$2,250 TOTAL CASH ALLOWANCE + $1,500 ENGINE CREDIT

2023 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500
FOR QUALIFIED BUYERS

0%
$3,750

APR

1Finance charges accrue from date of financing. Deferred monthly payments for 90 days. 0% APR for 36 months. Monthly payment is $27.78 for every $1,000 you finance. Example down payment: 15.6%. Must finance with GM Financial. Down payment required at 
signing. if applicable. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 5/1/23. 2Available on 2.7L Turbo High-Output engines. Not available with special financing. Lease and some other offers. Residential 
restrictions apply. Take new retail deliver by 5/1/23. See Jim Trenary Chevrolet for details on all these exciting offers.  Not responsible for advertising errors. ©2023 General Motors. 
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BY JILL PRITCHARD
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY – The Mis-
souri Department of Conservation 
(MDC) congratulates Tyler Goo-
dale of Doniphan for swiping the 
second state record fish of 2023 – 
an 11-ounce flier he caught March 
26 from Duck Creek Conservation 
Area using the pole-and-line 
method. Goodale actually caught 
two record-worthy fliers that day, 
both identical in weight and length.

The previous Missouri record 
flier was a 10-ounce fish caught 
from a private pond back in 1991.

Fliers are a species of conserva-
tion concern in Missouri. Largest 
populations are found at Duck 
Creek Conservation Area and 
nearby Mingo National Wildlife 
Refuge, where extensive areas 
of standing-water habitat remain. 
Fliers prefer quiet, clear bodies 

of water with little current and 
considerable aquatic vegetation 
and mud bottom.

MDC staff verified the fishes’ 
weight using a certified scale in 
Wappapello.

This is the second state record 
Goodale has reeled in from Duck 
Creek Conservation Area. He 
caught a 5-pound, 4-ounce spot-
ted sucker at Duck Creek in 2020 
that also happens to be the current 
world record.

Learn more about fliers from 
MDC’s online Field Guide at 
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-
nature/field-guide/flier.

MDC also congratulates Mitch-
ell Dering of Fairdealing on 
shooting the third state record fish 
recorded in 2023 –— a 4-pound 
brown bullhead. Dering shot the 
fish while bowfishing at Duck 
Creek Ditch #105 March 14. The 
previous state record brown bull-

head was a 2-pound, 7-ounce fish 
caught in 1994 from Wappapello 
Lake.

“I got off work that day and 
went out to one of the ditches in 
Duck Creek and just got lucky 
honestly,” Dering said. “We shoot 
a lot of smaller fish. I knew it was a 
bullhead, but didn’t know if was a 
brown bullhead. But I knew it was 
large for its size.”

Dering contacted the MDC 
Southeast Regional Office the next 
day to get his fish weighed. MDC 
staff verified the fish’s weight on 
a certified scale in Wappapello.

Derin’s brown bullhead beats 
the current 3-pound, 4-ounce 
bowfishing world record.

Missouri state record fish are 
recognized in two categories: pole-
and-line and alternative methods. 
Alternative methods include: 
trotline, throwline, limb line, bank 
line, jug line, gig, bow, crossbow, 

Missouri fisherman catches two state 
record-worthy fliers

underwater spearfishing, snagging, 
snaring, grabbing, or atlatl. For 

more information on state record 
fish, visit http://bit.ly/2efq1vl.



JEFFERSON CITY – To the uninitiated, a morel does not have the 
most appetizing appearance. Its brain-like form looks like something 
out of a campy horror movie, and a morel’s neutral, earthy color doesn’t 
command much attention. From about late March to early May, however, 
foraging for these small mushrooms is serious business — a business so 
serious that many folks refuse to reveal their morel spots even to their 
closest friends and family!

The question many people ask this time of year is, “How can I find 
morels?” Well, morels are finicky fungal organisms. The underground 
portion of the fungus only produces mushrooms in some years — mostly 
based on soil temperature and moisture availability (but other factors play 
a role, too). Ultimately, most of what we know about finding morels is 
anecdotal and widely variable, but here are a few tips to help you narrow 
down good places to look for morels:

• Morels commonly appear after warm, moist spring weather with 
daytime temperatures in the low 70s and nighttime temperatures 
in the 50s.

• South and west facing slopes are good sites to look for morels 
early in the season, with north and east slopes being better for 
later-season morel hunting.

• Morels tend to favor tree species such as elms, ashes, cottonwoods, 
and even domesticated apples. Look around recently dead trees but 
beware of falling branches!

• Areas disturbed by flooding, fire, or logging often produce loads 
of morels.

• Morels peak when lilacs bloom!
• Most public lands in Missouri allow the collecting of mushrooms 

for personal use, but always check the regulations before you col-
lect to be sure.

Remember, these are just general guidelines — morels have been found 
growing in all sorts of locations and conditions!

Before setting off into the forest, make sure you know how to correctly 
identify morels. Misidentifying and consuming toxic mushrooms can cause 
anything from mild stomach issues to organ failure or even death! There are 
several mushroom species in Missouri, including the big red false morel, 
which are considered toxic and not recommended for consumption. Consult 
with field guides or a professional mycologist to be completely confident 
in species identification before consuming any mushrooms.

Browse MDC’s mushroom field guide for photos of the more common 
and noticeable fungal species in Missouri. Click here to find tasty recipes 
using Missouri’s wild mushrooms!

It’s time for morels

LATE APRIL is a good time to find morel mushrooms. They often grow 
in bunches, but in varied places and not everywhere. Sometimes a morel 
seeker feels lucky to find just one, or if none, wild places are still fun to 
visit in the spring season.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

SYDENSTRICKER
NOBBE

SPRING INTO

offer valid thru 4/28/23. some restrictions apply, see dealer for details

SNPartners.com

on select John Deere Compact Tractor Packages

ALL-AMERICAN MISSISSIPPI QUEENBULLDOG

HOMESTEADER

ALBION, IL
618-445-3676
BENTON, IL
618-435-4430
CARTERVILLE, IL
618-993-8546
CHILLICOTHE, MO
660-646-5493
COLUMBIA, MO
573-476-0730
CURRYVILLE, MO
573-594-6493
DUTZOW, MO
636-433-2256

FARMINGTON, MO
573-756-2088
FLORA, IL
618-622-4444
HERMANN, MO
573-486-3204
JERSEYVILLE, IL
618-498-5504
KIRKSVILLE, MO
660-665-1500
MACON, MO
660-385-2177
MEXICO, MO
573-581-5900

MOSCOW MILLS, MO
636-366-9400
NORRIS CITY, IL
618-378-2194
PALMYRA, MO
573-769-2112
ROCHEPORT, MO
573-446-3030
SALISBURY, MO
660-388-6166
SCOTT CITY, MO
573-335-0192
ST. CHARLES, MO
636-493-0288

STE. GENEVIEVE, MO
573-883-5703
STEELEVILLE, IL
618-965-3475
TIPTON, MO
660-433-5596
UNION, MO
636-888-0390
WATERLOO, IL
618-939-6717
WAYNE CITY, IL
618-895-3130
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BY FRANCIS SKALICKY 
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

SPRINGFIELD – Warblers are brightly 
marked birds that are heard much more often 
than they are seen. Because of their striking 
coloration and secluded habits, sightings of 
these birds are always notable events – even 
among experienced birders.

People can learn more about these in-
teresting birds at the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC) online program 
“Naturalist Notes: Wild Warblers Virtual 
Program.” This virtual program will be 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. April 15 and is being 
put on by the staff of MDC’s Springfield 
Conservation Nature Center. This program 
will not be recorded. People can register at:

https://mdc-event-web.s3licensing.com/
Event/EventDetails/191235

At this program, MDC Naturalist Jordan-
ya Raos will discuss the species of warblers 
that can be seen in Missouri, where they 
can be seen, and what part of the year they 
are here in Missouri. “Naturalist Notes” is 
a series of Springfield Nature Center pro-
grams in which MDC naturalists showcase 
some of their favorite topics. This program 
is for all ages.

MDC’s Springfield Conservation Nature 
Center is located in southeast Springfield 
at 4601 S. Nature Center Way. People can 
stay informed about upcoming programs 
at the nature center and other nearby MDC 
facilities by signing up for text alerts and 
e-mail bulletins. People who have ques-
tions about how to sign up for text alerts 
from the Springfield Nature Center can call 
417-888-4237

Staff at MDC facilities across the state 
are holding virtual and online programs. A 
listing of these programs can be found at 
mdc.mo.gov/events.

Learn about 
warblers at MDC 
virtual program 

April 15

&
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THE KENTUCKY warbler is one of the 
warbler species people can learn about 
at a Missouri Department of Conservation 
virtual program on April 15.

PHOTO COURTESY OF MDC

by LARRY DABLEMONT

I hunted wild gobblers for 50 years… 
but no more. The first hunt I went on was 
in the Ouachita Mountains in 1970 at a 
place called Muddy Creek WMA with 
an Arkansas Fish and 
Game biologist by the 
name of Gene Rush. 
Heckuva turkey hunter 
and a great guy.  Hunt-
ing in four states since 
then I have killed a lot 
of turkeys, many times 
six or seven per year, 
and guiding other hunters 
for many years, the 70s, 
80s and 90s, I made a 
lot of money out of wild 
turkeys by doing that. But 
brother, there were a lot 
of turkeys back then. 

I quit guiding hunters about twenty years 
ago, and I quit hunting three years ago when 
I began to see the numbers of wild gobblers 
take a nosedive. I will hunt them “no more 
forever” as the old Indian Chief said. But I 
have to admit I called up and shot two just a 

few days ago; shot them with my camera… 
which I enjoy just as much as I ever did, 
shooting at them with my old twelve-gauge. 
You other hunters would too. No lugging 

them back, no 
gutting and 
skinning, no 
giving money 
to a corrupt 
state agency 
in buying tags. 
And turkeys 
from the gro-
cery store are 
cheap if you 
gotta eat one. 
I like baloney 
about as well. 
You  can see 
several of my 

gobbler photos at www.larrydablemon-
toutdoors.blogspot.com.

I wrote one book about turkey hunting 
20 years ago. If you haven’t read it, contact 
me and I will inscribe one to you. I am go-
ing to write another in a year or so; with 

I seen a few turkeys… once
OUTDOORS IN THE OZARKS

some of the darndest photos you have ever 
seen. And experiences. I have seen some 
of the most unbelievable things happen in 
the spring woods you can imagine. 

I got one of them occurrences on a movie 
camera about 1993, I think. I was on a 
hillside in southern Missouri listening to 
three or four gobblers on the roost across 
a small creek bottom. They flew down, but 
while gobbling a lot, they didn’t come to my 
call. But 20 minutes later a non-gobbling 
tom came strutting up to me. He had a nice 
beard, but half of his tail was missing. He 
was a half-tailed gobbler. I was just calling 
with my mouth, imitating a hen without any 
call, something I learned to do many years 
before. I began filming him when he was 
about 20 feet away, stomping and strutting 
and drumming, but never gobbling. Calling 
softly and quietly I got him all shook up 
and he decided there was an invisible hen 
before him. And then he began to mate 
with that hen he was sure was there!! He 

See Dablemont, Page9B



Portable grain augers, like other farm equipment, require extra
caution when they’re used or moved near power lines. Any contact
with electric lines is potentially lethal.

Always lower the auger before you move it, even if only a few feet.
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Owensville Gun ClubOwensville Gun Club

2023 Event Schedule
Trap Practice—Tuesday, 4:00pm ~ Field Captain: Glenn Oder 573-301-6475

Sporting Clays: 9am -2pm
Field Captain: Shane Achterberg  
573-263-0021
 Sunday, April 2
 Sunday, June 4
 Sunday, July 9
 Sunday, Aug. 6 
 Sunday, Sept. 10
 Sunday, Oct. 22 
Shotgun Triathlon: 9am -2pm
  Sunday, May 7
 Sunday, Oct. 1
50 Bird/Trap Derby: 6pm
Field Captain: Glenn Oder  
573-764-3220
 Held every Monday, April 3 
 thru Oct. 2, except May 29 
 & Sept. 4

CHECK OUR WEB SITE FOR UPDATES: www.OwensvilleGunClub.org

1515 Highway 28 W  •  PO Box 518  •  Owensville, MO 65066

NOTE: The Club requests that members who have moved or changed their mailing 
address to please notify the club by mail at:  OGC, PO Box 518, Owensville, MO 65066

NRA HP Rifle Match: 
Field Captain: Mark Ehlert  
573-569-0614 
Sign up 8am Start 8:30am;    

Sunday, June 11
Sunday, Aug. 13 
Sunday, Sept. 10

CMP vintage Rifle, M1 Garand 
& Carbine: 9am -3:30pm Field Captain, 
    Jim Miller 636-583-8613: 
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 Sunday, June 25*
 Sunday, Aug. 20*
 Sunday, Sept. 17*
 Sunday, Oct. 1*
*M1 for Vets Presentation at 08:00 am; 
Field Captain: John Colombo  314-604-3005

President:  Glenn Oder  573-764-3220
Vice Pres.:  Adam Southerland 573-259-3223

Secretary/ Treas:  Linda Thiedke

Board Meetings: Thursdays, April 6, June 22, Sept. 14 & Nov. 9

1490 Hwy. 28 • Bland, Mo. •  573.789.6593
Kirk Terrill ~ 30+ Years Experience

2 Miles West of Owensville on Hwy. 28 at The Canaan Pawn complex

Get Your ATV or UTV
ready for HUNTING SEASON

  Servicing All Makes & Models of:  Servicing All Makes & Models of:
• ATVs/UTVs • Motorcycles 

• Side-by-Sides
• Go Carts • Golf Carts 

Service & Repair
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really did, and completed the task. I have it 
all on film.8I killed a monstrous 21-pound 
gobbler once with seven beards totaling 
49 inches with one-inch spurs, and have 
photos to show it. In fact there is a picture 
of him in that book of mine. I was laid out 
in the leaves, calling in ticks, about noon, 
with the warm sun shining down, when he 
awakened me. There were two of them. I 
like to think his partner had eight beards!

But here is something I have never writ-
ten about. You might figure out why. You 
ain’t gonna believe this! One morning about 
ten o’clock I heard a lot of gobbling about 
a mile away so I walked about halfway and 
called and the hillside rattled with their 
answering gobbles. I moved closer and 
found the most accommodating brushpile 
there ever was, about 150 yards from them. 
I got hid really well behind a clump of 
multiflora rose with some saplings in it. 
Was I ever hid… though one foot stuck 
out in front a couple of feet.

I called and three gobblers came easing 
up to see where the hen was, strutting and 
blowing and magnificent. In no time they 
were before me, and, to use an expression 
my old mentor Clyde Trout often used, “I 

uncapped his head.”
The other two just instantly jumped on 

that thrashing tom beside them and gave 
him what-for for a good three minutes. 
When he lay still, they just stood there like 
they didn’t know what to do. So I called 
and here they came, up to about 10 feet 
away, where they seemed to be seeing who 
could gobble the best. Now I know that 
many times readers have thought I was a 
doggone liar, but this is the truth and I will 
swear to it in court!! Those two gobblers 
walked up to me and gobbled right in my 
face, again and again and again. I was fro-
zen, looking right down their throats; and 
one actually stepped on my boot. I can say 
this… gobblers have a rather unsmell-good 
breath, and a gobble at that closeness is 
really different; a rattling, loud variant of 
what you hear that sounds entirely different 
when it is 100 yards away. 

I guess while they were searching for 
that hen in the brushpile, they each gobbled 
six or eight times. In about five minutes 
that morning they gave up and wandered 
away, wondering. I was a little relieved. 
Two 20 pound tom turkeys appeared to be 
capable of flogging and spurring me good 

should revenge be on their mind.
 Well, come next Sunday at our fish 

fry at the Brown Hill Church out east of 
Houston, Mo. I will tell some more stories 
about turkey hunting, and give away some 
of my homemade turkey calls and show 
folks how to make and use them. Church 
service is at 11 a.m. and the dinner starts 

at noon. If it rains, then we will postpone 
it one week.

Just let me know if you are coming. I 
need to know how many fish to bring, and 
how many turkey calls.

Office phone is 417-777-5227 and the 
email address is lightninridge47@gmail.
com.
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2482 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, MO 63091
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Utility Trailers:
12’ - 14’ - 16” 
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Mowers

MILWAUKEE: 2825-20ST M18 FUEL 
STRAIGHT SHAFT STRING TRIMMER

Provides up to 1-hour of run-time per charge. Variable speed 
trigger with high and low speed settings. 

MILWAUKEE 2727-20 M18 
FUEL 16 IN. CHAINSAW

With the power and speed to cut faster than a 40cc 
gas chainsaw, the M18 FUEL 16 in. Chainsaw
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Call 573-486-3113 for your No-Obligation 
Price Quote from our Internet Department.

Your most important piece of gear 
is the one that gets you there!

614 Market Street  • Hermann, MO 65041
573-486-3113  •  www.HermannFord.com

HERMANN FORD

BY JOE JEREK
Mo. Dept. of Conservation

JEFFERSON CITY –  Preliminary data 
from the Missouri Department of Conserva-
tion (MDC) shows that young turkey hunters 
in Missouri harvested 2,550 birds over the 
past youth weekend, April 1 and 2. Top 
harvest counties were Osage with 71 birds 
harvested, Miller with 65, and Texas with 64.

Young hunters checked 2,881 birds dur-
ing the 2022 spring youth weekend.

“The cool, windy weather on Saturday 
made for challenging turkey hunting condi-
tions,” said MDC Turkey Biologist Nicholas 
Oakley. “Fortunately, hunters stuck with it 
and Sunday’s weather was more conducive 
to harvesting a turkey.”

Get more harvest information by county at 
extra.mdc.mo.gov/widgets/harvest_table/.

The regular spring turkey season runs 
April 17 through May 7. For more informa-
tion on turkey hunting in Missouri, visit mdc.
mo.gov/hunting-trapping/species/turkey.

MDC reports young hunters took 2,550 turkeys over youth weekend

CHESTEN ADKISON, 10 years old, of Owensville shot this turkey the morning of April 
2, right after it flew out of the roost. He called it in with a mouth call. Chesten harvested 
the bird with a 20 gauge shot gun. He is pictured with his father,  Nathaniell Adkison.



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12, 2023 ■ PAGE 11BSpring FeverSpring Fever

Elk from page 8B

2073 South Highway 19 • Swiss, MO • 573-486-0212
www.JT-Trailers.com  |      @JandTTrailers

Hunting for a 
Great Trailer to 
haul your gear?

Look no further.

Sales, Service and Parts

CALEB LOTTMANN poses with his first 23 pound thunder 
chicken taken in Gasconade County. Caleb is the son of 
Jordan Lottmann.

MADSION HINCH of Owensville killed this bird April 1 
in the Spring Youth Turkey Season. The turkey has an 11 
inch beard and 1 inch spurs.

KEEVER SCHANING, Owensville, has been dreaming of 
the day when he was finally of age to hunt with his father, 
Josh. That day came, April 1 at age 6 when he harvested 
his first turkey on his grandparents farm. The bird weighed 
in at 26 lbs. with a 10.5 inch beard and 1 inch spurs.
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Hurry, offers end March 31, 2022. Stop by today or visit nhoffers.com.

It’s never too early to plan for the new season ahead—or save. Take advantage of big savings 
available now on a wide range of reliable New Holland tractors, haytools and material-handling 
equipment. New Holland has everything you need to go big this year—and the savings to make 
it easier. Trade-ins are welcome! 

0% Financing* Cash Back offers!and

GO BIG WITH PRESEASON SAVINGS  
DURING DEALER DAYS.

*For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility 
requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through March 31, 2022. Not all customers or applicants may qualify. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included 
in suggested retail price. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. standard terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. © 2022 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights 
reserved. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

BIG SAVINGS.

A NEW SEASON
STARTS WITH

1 For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC or CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. See your participat-
ing New Holland dealer for details and eligibility requirements. Offer good through June 30, 2023. Not all customers or applicants may qualify for this rate or term. CNH Industrial Capital 
America LLC and CNH Industrial Capital Canada Ltd. standard terms and conditions apply. Canada Example: Based on a retail contract date of April 1, 2023, with a suggested retail price on a 
new Workmaster 25S Tractor with Loader  of C$27,015 customer provides down payment of C$0 and finances the balance of C$27,015 at 0% per annum for 60 months. There will be 56 equal 
monthly installments of C$473.95 starting August 1, 2023 and one final payment of $473.80 due April 1, 2028. The total amount payable will be C$27,015 which includes finance charges of 
C$0.00. Taxes, freight, setup, delivery, additional options or attachments not included in suggested retail price. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. Offer is nontransferable, 
subject to change or cancellation without notice and cannot be combined with any other offers. 
 2 Cash back amounts vary and are applied at time of sale.       Offers end June 30, 2023; subject to change or cancellation without notice. 
© 2023 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed 
to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

Rosebud Tractor & Equipment Company
241 Hwy. 50 • Rosebud, Mo. • 573-764-3393
RTE of Linn
1325 Main Street • Linn, Mo. • 573-764-2249
 RTE of Morrison
1073 Hwy. 100 • Morrison, Mo. • 573-294-7191

Hurry, offers end March 31, 2022. Stop by today or visit nhoffers.com.

It’s never too early to plan for the new season ahead—or save. Take advantage of big savings 
available now on a wide range of reliable New Holland tractors, haytools and material-handling 
equipment. New Holland has everything you need to go big this year—and the savings to make 
it easier. Trade-ins are welcome! 

0% Financing* Cash Back offers!and

GO BIG WITH PRESEASON SAVINGS  
DURING DEALER DAYS.

*For commercial use only. Customer participation subject to credit qualification and approval by CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. See your participating New Holland dealer for details and eligibility 
requirements. Down payment may be required. Offer good through March 31, 2022. Not all customers or applicants may qualify. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not included 
in suggested retail price. CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. standard terms and conditions apply. Offer subject to change or cancellation without notice. © 2022 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights 
reserved. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland are trademarks registered in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.

BIG SAVINGS.

A NEW SEASON
STARTS WITH

0% for 60 Months and 
    No Payment for 90 Days1

or CASH BACK2   

ITS REAL VALUE
IS IN ALL THE JOBS IT CAN DO

Respond to the everyday needs of your operation quickly 
and efficiently, without breaking the bank. Master your ever-
increasing workload with WORKMASTER Compact series 
tractors. Learn more about these 33 and 37 HP tractors at 
www.newholland.com/na.

“A duck call in the hands of the unskilled is one of the conservation’s 
greatest assets.”                                                                    – Nash Buckingham

KOLT KOELLING, age 7, of Bay went turkey hunting with his fa-
ther, Nate and grandfather Roger on April 1. He harvested his first 
turkey on his grandpa Chuck’s farm in Bay during Spring Youth 
Turkey Season. The bird weighed 27.4 lbs, 9 3/4” beard, and 1 1/8” 
spurs. Kolt’s turkey was the 3rd Largest Turkey in the Owensville 
Area Youth Turkey Hunt.

PEYTON SELLS age 11 harvested this 28 lb. turkey on April 1st 
with his grandfather. Peyton took first place in the Owensville youth 
turkey competition with a score of 78.12


